2009 was another successful ages the development of goodrhere’s not a better sight than

year for Roanoke Youth sportsmanship, teamwork, a sunny Saturday morning
Sports — we were blessed to and friendships. with seven fields filled with
have so many good sponsors, kids playing soccer in color-
coaches, parents, guardians, ful uniforms with plenty of

and players. support by their families. We
were very fortunate to not
have any games cancelled
due to inclement weather
(although there were a couple
of occasions when we
could’ve sold out of rain pon-
chos) over the entire season
and tournaments.

From the organization’s per-
spective, the development of
roanokeyouthsports.com was |
a huge benefit. Hopefully, it |
became a source of informa- |
tion and updates for every-
i " body participating — either

#$$% & as a fan, coach, or player. " HS% &
We've only begun to St % $ We really can't say thanks
scratch the surface on what enough to the many people

we can do with the website. The future of the spring pro- that make Roanoke Youth
Any constructive suggestions grams is bright considering  Sports so successful. We're a
would be appreciated. Ap- that we had 11 tee-ball teamsgrass-roots volunteer organi-

proximately 45% of our en- — an all-time high for the or- zation, whose mission in-
tries came in through the ganization. Hopefully, we  volves providing a safe,
website. can keep many of those tee- wholesome environment for

ballers in the system and youth to experience the joys
In the spring session, 273  watch them move into of recreational sports and

youth participated in our four Coaches Pitch and then into learn about teamwork, dedi-

sports; Tee-ball, Coaches  Sand Lot or Slow Pitch Soft- cation, and develop friend-

Pitch, Sand Lot baseball, and ball. Speaking of Sand Lot, ships.

Slow Pitch Softball. Going we had three solid teams last

into the session, we were year and were only a few Sincerely,

unsure how the economy wasplayers short of being able to The Board of Directors

going to affect our registra- create a fourth team_ — please

tions, but we were pleased to spread the word about the

see that our numbers were  program to your friends and

actually up from 2008. We neighbors, we'd love to see

hope that increase in registra-this division grow.

tions was a result of RYS

keeping the 2009 registration In the Summer/Fall session,

fees unchanged from 2008 we had 382 youth play in the

and that more importantly;  soccer program. There were
| the program is attractive to  many smiles, a few tears, lots

parents who want their chil- of sweat, and plenty of cheer-

dren to participate in a recreaing over the two months that

"#O$"% tional program that encour- soccer was in session.
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"If you don't have
confidence, you'll
always find a way
not to win."

- Carl Lewis

Do You Want To Coach, but Are You Afraid to Commit?

At RYS, we often hear from parents who are ent that is going to be at all of the practices
apprehensive about coaching. Believe it or notanyway, please consider volunteering your
it's not that hard, the keys are: services to the coaching staff in whatever

Be a good communicator (with parents andc@pacity they need. Examples include:
participants) - Helping keep the players corralled in
Be dependable the “bench areas” for Tee-ball

If you don’t have a good knowledge base ° Assisting on the defensive side for Tee
of the sport in question, recruit an Assistant ~ -ball (keeping the players in their assigned
Coach who might be more fluent in the sport, ocations, etc.)
but is not interested in being the Head Coach. - Be a base coach at whatever level

Be enthusiastic! - Organize the snack schedule on behalf

Be ready to have some fun and impact ~ Of the Coach
some kids' lives — you'll be called “Coach” by - Help rake the fields and/or put away
these kids for the next ten years equipment after your games

RYS staff will work with prospective coaches
on practice techniques and effective communi-
cation tools if requested. There are many web-
sites that provide tips and tools for coaching
baseball/softball at all levels. In the coaching
packets and on the website, we will provide
links to our favorite sites.

A common complaint from parents is the fact
that the proposed practice schedule doesn’t
work well with a particular family’s schedule.
One way to control the schedule is to BE THE
COACH. As the coach, you'll set the practice
schedule, controlling the duration and dates of
the practices. It's an aspect that few people
consider, but it's an important one.

Lastly, we have found that many parents sit and
observe their children at practice (something
we encourage and appreciate), if you're a par-

l‘Our Heroes£



Many Thanks to the 2009 Sponsors

Please help support the following sponsors who \gereerous enough to
support Roanoke Youth Sports—without them, we syngpluld not exist!

Baseball/Softball Soccer
Frederick's Photography Dr. Schwieterman, MD
Happy Day Preschool Bippus State Bank
Dr. Kevin R. Stamm, Parkview Huntington OB/GYN Mike Gibson State Farm
Roanoke Elevator Roanoke Farmers Market
Roanoke Memorial Chapel Nelson’s Farm Produce
Roanoke Woodworking Shear Techniques
Dennis Grain Co. Coldwell Banker RWG
jasonwray.net, LLC Huntingtonfreepress.com
Roanoke Kiwanis Sycamore Village
Shear Techniques Andy Zoda Realtor Coldwell Banker
Andy Zoda, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Fall Festival Tractor Pull
Lassus Handy Dandy Amor Excavating
Mike Gibson State Farm Ceruti's Catering
Oley's Pizza Steel Dynamics, Inc.
Video Vault and Tanning American Family Insurance, Kate McCarthy
Sycamore Village SPU Construction
Century 21 Bradley, Cheryl Albright Frederick's Photography
Dr. Schwieterman, M.D. Grandma Cookie
Bippus State Bank Automatic Door Controls
Roanoke Village Inn Builder's Mart
Village Chiropractic  \we'd like to thank the Roanoke Park Board for kagjthe park looking
Roanoke American Legion s great as they do, the Gray Dove in Roanokedimgtthe official
Sparks Trucking, Inc. printer of RYS, El Shaddai in Huntington for doisgch a great job or
our shirts/hats, to Frederick’'s Photography foirtgkhe team’s pictures,
and to Matt Rupley for taking care of the websi¥au all make us loo
good with your hard work - thanks!

Observations From RYS
We are happy to receive constructive criticism frewerybody and we consider the implications of our
decisions; that being said, please keep the foligwi mind:

Nobody at RYS has an interest in one specific taéming or losing, we're frankly too busy to
worry about things like that. Our main interesthat the participants are having fun, learningi are

safe.

Decisions often have a ripple effect through ttgaaization and they need to be considered before
honoring a request from a parent. If we declinmstitute a recommendation, please be patient wsth

as we explain our position and defend our decision. "Do not let what
We’re human, we're parents, and we're volunteers. you cannot do
A great deal of thought goes into goes into makimg that the teams are balanced on an age/ | interfere with what
gender basis you can do.”

Special Thanks to Cindy

For the first time in a long time, Cindy Burns wilbt be organizing the Girls Softball program. She
has run that segment of Roanoke Youth Sports foerpears than she wants us to list, but be assured
that she has seen a generation or two of youngdagh through the program!

- John Wooden

Cindy and her husband, Rance, are still very adétithe community, but she has been looking forward
to the day when she can spend time with her faarlMonday nights instead of worrying about the
softball action down at the park.

THANK YOU Cindy for all of your hard work and létg the community enjoy you and your family’s
efforts!!! You'll be missed!



Roanoke Youth Sports is a non-profit grass roogsuization created with th
intent to provide affordable athletic opportunitfes youth in Roanoke and
surrounding areas to participate in recreationaitsp The organization strive
to provide a safe environment for participantsefrh sportsmanship, team

work, respect, and develop their athletic skills.
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Do you want to help but don’'t know how?
We always needs: sponsors, coaches, assistantesoaeferees (soccer),
general assistance during the seasons.......
We don't need a huge commitment!

—

A copy of the newslette
will be available on the
website

Changes for 2010

In 2010, we have some

changes that we'd like to

roll
tion

out based on observa-
s and suggestions:

Tee-ball - we'll likely
have a staggered
schedule during the
week in order to avoid
congestion in the park-
ing areas and on the
fields. This will allow
us some flexibility with
rescheduled games and
practices.

Sand Lot - we're tenta-
tively planning on in-
corporating a rule
where the pitching dis-
tance is dependent on
age/ability of the
pitcher. This will al-
low the batters more of
a sporting chance and
provide solid pitchers

the opportunity to work
from distances that are
more appropriate. An
inning pitched limit is
also likely.

Softball - you'll notice
that the softball pro-
gram is being divided
up into two age groups
(9-12 and 13-17). The

change will provide the -

younger players more
of an opportunity to
play on the infield
while the older girls
will be playing with

girls of similar size and -

ability.
Website - something
that everybody

(especially Lynnette) is
excited about is the

text messages to the
parents and coaches of
the players to notify
everybody of league-

related updates. You'l

find the new box on the x
registration form and *
on the website for

those of you who sign

up online.

Website - we've been
working with our web-
master to provide a
more user-friendly
schedule page.

Website - we're hoping

to roll out more of a

sponsor presence on
the website by provid-

ing links to our spon-

sors by providing links

to their sites.

opportunity to send out Stay tuned for the changes!!




